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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-10, 21-26 and 30 have been examined and are pending. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acl<nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), wliicli 
papers liave been placed of record in tine file. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 24, 26 and 30 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: The applicant recites a transmission line in a wireless environment. In 
wireless environments, there is no transmission line, but a transmission medium or the 
like. The examiner will interpret this as transmission medium. Appropriate correction is 

required. 

4. Claim 26 is objected to because of the following informalities: the dependent 
claim's preamble has been written such as to question whether or not it is a dependent 
claim. The applicant should reword the dependent claim's preamble so that it is clear 
that claim 26 is dependent on claim 25. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claims 4, 8, 9 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

7. The term "predetermined status" in claim 4, 8, 9 and 24 is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term "predetermined status " is not defined by the 
claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the 
scope of the invention. The control signal has been rendered indefinite by the use of 
the term. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

8. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they recite a program 
causing a computer to perform functions and is not tangibly embodied stored on a 
computer readable medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



Application/Control Number: 10/576,156 
Art Unit: 4144 



Page 4 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1, 3, 6, 21, 23, 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 4,586,088 Mitsuru Kondo (liereinafter "Kondo"). 

As per claim 1 and 21, Kondo teaches a transmission device and program 
comprising (figure 1 , discloses a transceiver containing an encoder and a decoder and 
a control unit. Note that the control unit must have a program/software in order to 
perform operations): 

an encoder unit for outputting a stream, obtained by receiving and 
encoding a medium signal, to a transmission line (figure 1, discloses a transceiver 
containing a encoder and a decoder; column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses an 
encoder encoding a signal and then outputting the encoded signal to a receiving end); 

and a control unit for controlling said encoder unit to change a 
compression rate thereof and output the stream, when a control signal Is 
received from said transmission line (column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses 
in response to the system (receiving side) informing the transmitting transceiver, the 
encoder either stops encoding or insert fill bits, thereby increasing the transmission rate 
(compression rate); figure 1, discloses a system control unit performing control on the 
encoder. Note that the system control unit shown in figure 1 must be the one controlling 
the encoder for inserting fill bits or stop encoding). 
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As per claim 3 and 23, Kondo teaches a reception device comprising (figure 
1 , discloses a transceiver containing an encoder and a decoder and a control unit. Note 
that the control unit must have a program/software in order to perform operations): 

a decoder unit for decoding a stream received from a transmission line 
(column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses a decoder at a receiving transceiver); 

a buffer unit for storing a medium signal decoded and produced by said 
decoder unit (column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses the decoder decodes data 
and then stores it In a buffer memory); 

and a control unit for monitoring a storage amount of said buffer unit, said 
control unit outputting a control signal to said transmission line if the storage 
amount exceeds or falls below a predetermined threshold (column 2 line 55 to 
column 3 line 5, discloses when the buffer memory is about to overflow, the system 
(receiving side) informs the transmitting transceiver of that storage condition. Kondo 
also cites there are threshold values for the buffer memory and when the threshold 
values are meet, the system (receiving side) informs the transmitting transceiver's 
encoder to either stops encoding or insert fill bits, thereby increasing the transmission 
rate. Note that the system would need a control unit to monitor the storage amount in 
the buffer in order to inform the transmitting transceiver of the storage condition). 

As per claim 6, Kondo teaches a transmission/reception device comprising 

(figure 1, discloses a transceiver containing an encoder and a decoder): 
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a decoder unit for decoding a stream received from a transmission line 

(column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses a decoder at a receiving transceiver); 

a buffer unit for storing a medium signal, decoded and produced by said 
decoder unit (column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses the decoder decodes data 
and then stores it in a buffer memory); 

a first control unit for monitoring a storage amount of said buffer unit, said 
first control unit outputting a control signal to said transmission line, if the 
storage amount exceeds or falls below a predetermined threshold (column 2 line 
55 to column 3 line 5, discloses when the buffer memory is about to overflow, the 
system (receiving side) informs the transmitting transceiver of that storage condition. 
Kondo also cites there are threshold values for the buffer memory and when the 
threshold values are meet, the system (receiving side) informs the transmitting 
transceiver's encoder to either stops encoding or insert fill bits, thereby increasing the 
transmission rate. Note that the system (receiving side) would need a control unit to 
monitor the storage amount in the buffer in order to inform the transmitting transceiver 
of the storage condition); 

an encoder unit for outputting a stream, obtained by receiving and 
encoding a medium signal, to said transmission line (figure 1, discloses a 
transceiver containing a encoder and a decoder; column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, 
discloses an encoder encoding a signal and then outputting the encoded signal to a 
receiving end); 



Application/Control Number: 10/576,156 Page 7 

Art Unit: 4144 

and a second control unit for controlling said encoder unit to change a 
compression rate thereof and output the stream, when the control signal is 
received from said transmission line (column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses 
in response to the system (receiving side) informing the transmitting transceiver, the 
encoder either stops encoding or insert fill bits, thereby increasing the transmission rate 
(compression rate); figure 1, discloses a system control unit performing control on the 
encoder. Note that the system control unit shown in figure 1 must be the one controlling 
the encoder for inserting fill bits or stop encoding). 

As per claim 25, Kondo teaches a transmission device that receives 
information data, including audios and/or images, as an input, performs encoding 
processing of the input data, creates distribution data and distributes the 
distribution data via a wired and/or wireless transmission line, said transmission 
device comprising (figure 1, discloses a transceiver comprising a reader, an encoder 
to encode data from the reader, a buffer memory that stores the encoded data, a 
system control unit for controlling the operations of the transmitter and a modulator that 
modulates the encoded that and outputs it to a transmission line; column 1 lines 25-27, 
discloses a reader such as a scanner): 

means for controlling an output in such a way that, when a predetermined 
control signal is received from said transmission line, a compression rate of the 
encoding processing is changed or the distribution data is output at a time 
interval different from a time interval at which the input data has been encoded by 
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the encoding processing (column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses in response 
to the system (receiving side) informing the transmitting transceiver, the encoder either 
stops encoding or insert fill bits, thereby increasing the transmission rate (compression 
rate); figure 1, discloses a system control unit performing control on the encoder. Note 
that the system control unit shown in figure 1 must be the one controlling the encoder 
for inserting fill bits or stop encoding). 

As per claim 26, Kendo teaches a reception device comprising means for 
receiving and decoding the distribution data distributed from the transmission 
device according to claim 25 to said transmission line (figure 1, discloses a 
transceiver comprising a decoder that receives data from the transmission side of the 
transceiver), 

said reception device further comprising means for monitoring a status of 
a storage amount of a storage device in which the received data is stored or a 
status of reception from said transmission line and, based on the monitor result, 
transmitting the control signal to said transmission device via said transmission 
line (column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses when the buffer memory (storage 
device) is about to overflow, the system (receiving side) informs the transmitting 
transceiver of that storage condition. Kondo also cites there are threshold values for the 
buffer memory and when the threshold values are meet, the system (receiving side) 
informs the transmitting transceiver's encoder to either stops encoding or insert fill bits, 
thereby increasing the transmission rate. Note that the system (receiving side) would 
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need a control unit to monitor tine storage amount in the buffer in order to inform the 
transmitting transceiver of the storage condition). 

1 1 . Claims 2 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 6,330,278 Masters et al. (hereinafter "Masters"). 

As per claim 2 and 22, Masters teaches a transmission device comprising 
(figure 2, discloses a transceiver that contains a processor, a receiver and a transmitter 
section. Note that the processor must have a program/software in order to perform 
operations): 

an encoder unit for outputting a stream, obtained by receiving and 
encoding a medium signal (figure 2, discloses a transceiver that contains a processor, 
a receiver and a transmitter section that constantly send information to the other 
transceiver; figure 3, discloses the transmitting section that has an encoder that 
receives data); 

and an output control unit for receiving the stream output from said 
encoder unit, said output control unit performing control, when a control signal is 
received from a transmission line, to output the stream to the transmission line at 
a time interval different from a time interval at which the medium signal has been 
encoded by said encoder unit (figure 2, discloses a transceivers that contains a 
processor, a receiver and a transmitter section that constantly send information to the 
other transceiver; column 4 lines 14-29, discloses that the pair of transceivers in figure 2 
are in communications with each other and that in this way a feedback loop is formed 
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between the two processors of the pair of transceivers; figure 3, discloses the 
transmitting section that has an encoder that receives data, a modulator (control unit) 
that receives the encoded data and a processor receiving a feedback signal (control 
signal). Note that the modulator must output the encoded data at a time interval different 
from the time interval of encoding because since the modulating unit and encoder are 
not in one unit, there is a delay between transferring from the encoder to the modulator, 
hence a different time from when encoding occurs and when the transmission occurs). 

12. Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EP 
11 82875 Horiuchi et al. (hereinafter "Horiuchi") (IDS filled on 4/17/2006). 

As per claim 4, Horiuchi teaches a reception device comprising (column 1 1 
lines 52-54, disclose a terminal (device) that receives a stream of data; figure 3, 
discloses the terminal having a CPU controlling the operations of the terminal. Note that 
the CPU must have a program/software in order to perform operations): 

a decoder unit for decoding a stream received from a transmission line 
(column 11 lines 52-54, discloses a terminal (device) that receives and decodes the 
stream); 

a monitor unit for monitoring a reception status of said transmission line 

(column 18 line 40 to column 20 line 24, discloses a terminal having the ability to detect 
field intensity (reception status). Note that the terminal must have a monitoring unit in 
order to detect a change in field intensity); 
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and a control unit for outputting a control signal to said transmission line 
based on a notification from said monitor unit, if the reception status becomes a 
predetermined status (column 18 line 40 to column 20 line 24, discloses a terminal 
having the ability to detect field intensity (reception status) and when the field intensity 
changes, the terminal outputs a S_target parameter (control signal) to the server and 
then the server respond to the signal by controlling the transmission speed. Note that 
the terminal must have a monitoring unit in order to detect a change in field intensity 
and a control unit to output a control signal to the server in response to the monitoring 
unit). 

As per claim 5, Horiuchi teaches the reception device according to claim 4, 
wherein, when a wireless status of said transmission line indicates a handover 
from a current wireless area to an adjacent area, said monitor unit notifies the 
status to said control unit (figure 7A, shows a terminal, 102, moving from one 
wireless area to another wireless area; column 20 lines 1 1-24, discloses the terminal 
moving in a line indicated in figure 7A and detects the change in field intensity moving 
from one wireless area to another and the terminal then outputs a new S_target 
parameter (control signal) to the server based on the changed field intensity. Note that 
the terminal must have a monitoring unit in order to detect a change in field intensity 
and a control unit to output a control signal to the server in response to the monitoring 
unit). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

14. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

15. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 6,330,278 Masters et al. (hereinafter "Masters") and in further view of Patent 
4,586,088 Mitsuru Kondo (hereinafter "Kondo") 

As per claim 7, while Masters teaches a transmission/reception device 
comprising (figure 2, discloses a transceiver that contains a processor, a receiver and 
a transmitter section that constantly send information to the other transceiver): 

a decoder unit for decoding a stream received from a transmission line 
(figure 2, discloses a transceiver that contains a processor, a receiver and a transmitter 
section that constantly send information to the other transceiver; figure 4, discloses the 
receiving section having an decoder that receives data from a transmission); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/576,1 56 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 4144 

an encoder unit for outputting a stream obtained by receiving and 
encoding a medium signal (figure 2, discloses a transceiver tliat contains a processor, 
a receiver and a transmitter section that constantly send information to the other 
transceiver; figure 3, discloses the transmitting section that has an encoder that 
receives data); 

and a second control unit for receiving the stream output from said 
encoder unit, said second control unit performing control to output the stream to 
said transmission line at a time interval different from a time interval at which the 
medium signal has been encoded by said encoder unit, when the control signal is 
received from said transmission line (figure 2, discloses a transceivers that contains 
a processor, a receiver and a transmitter section that constantly send information to the 
other transceiver; column 4 lines 14-29, discloses that the pair of transceivers in figure 2 
are in communications with each other and that in this way a feedback loop is formed 
between the two processors of the pair of transceivers; figure 3, discloses the 
transmitting section that has an encoder that receives data, a modulator (control unit) 
that receives the encoded data and a processor receiving a feedback signal (control 
signal). Note that the modulator must output the encoded data at a time interval different 
from the time interval of encoding because since the modulating unit and encoder are 
not in one unit, there is a delay between transferring from the encoder to the modulator, 
hence a different time from when encoding occurs and when the transmission occurs). 
Masters does not, but Kondo teaches a buffer unit for storing a medium signal 
decoded and produced by said decoder unit (column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, 
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discloses a decoder at a receiving transceiver, tine decoder decodes data and then 
stores it in a buffer memory); 

a first control unit for monitoring a storage amount of said buffer unit, said 
first control unit outputting a control signal to said transmission line, if the 
storage amount exceeds or falls below a predetermined threshold (column 2 line 
55 to column 3 line 5, discloses when the buffer memory is about to overflow, the 
system (receiving side) informs the transmitting transceiver of that storage condition; 
Kondo also cites there are threshold values for the buffer memory and when the 
threshold values are meet, the system (receiving side) informs the transmitting 
transceiver's encoder to either stops encoding or insert fill bits, thereby increasing the 
transmission rate). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to include a buffer unit for storing a medium signal decoded and 
produced by said decoder unit and a first control unit for monitoring a storage amount of 
said buffer unit, said first control unit outputting a control signal to said transmission line, 
if the storage amount exceeds or falls below a predetermined threshold to the 
transmission/reception device of Masters to shorten transmission time even though their 
buffer memory sizes, encoding rates and decoding rates may be different (Kondo, 
column 3 lines 27-31). 
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16. Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Patent 4,586,088 Mitsuru Kondo (liereinafter "Kondo") and in furtlier view of EP 
1 182875 Horiuchi et al. (hereinafter "Horiuchi") (IDS filled on 4/17/2006). 

As per claim 8, while Kondo teaches a transmission/reception device 
comprising (figure 1 , discloses a transceiver containing an encoder and a decoder): 

a decoder unit for decoding a stream received from a transmission line 
(figure 1, discloses a transceiver containing a encoder and a decoder and that the 
decoder receives encoded data from the transmission line); 

an encoder unit for outputting a stream, obtained by receiving and 
encoding a medium signal, to said transmission line (figure 1, discloses a 
transceiver containing a encoder and a decoder; column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, 
discloses an encoder encoding a signal and then outputting the encoded signal to a 
receiving end); 

and a second control unit for controlling said encoder unit to change a 
compression rate thereof and output the stream when the control signal is 
received from said transmission line (column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 5, discloses 
in response to the system (receiving side) informing the transmitting transceiver, the 
encoder either stops encoding or insert fill bits, thereby increasing the transmission rate 
(compression rate); figure 1, discloses a system control unit performing control on the 
encoder. Note that the system control unit shown in figure 1 must be the one controlling 
the encoder for inserting fill bits or stop encoding), Kondo does not, but Horiuchi 
does teaches a monitor unit for monitoring a reception status of said 
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transmission line (column 18 line 40 to column 20 line 24, discloses a terminal having 
the ability to detect field intensity (reception status). Note that the terminal must have a 
monitoring unit in order to detect a change in field intensity); 

a first control unit for outputting a control signal to said transmission line 
based on a notification from said monitor unit if the reception status becomes a 
predetermined status (column 18 line 40 to column 20 line 24, discloses a terminal 
having the ability to detect field intensity (reception status) and when the field intensity 
changes, the terminal outputs a S_target parameter (control signal) to the server and 
then the server respond to the signal by controlling the transmission speed. Note that 
the terminal must have a monitoring unit in order to detect a change in field intensity 
and a control unit to output a control signal to the server in response to the monitoring 
unit). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to include a monitor unit for monitoring a reception status of said 
transmission line and a first control unit for outputting a control signal to said 
transmission line based on a notification from said monitor unit if the reception status 
becomes a predetermined status to the transmission/reception device of Kondo to 
prevent streaming playback from being disturbed if the transmission capacity of the 
network fluctuates (Horiuchi, column 4 lines 31-36). 

As per claim 10, the combination of Kondo and Horiuchi teaches the 
transmission/reception device according to claim 8, wherein, when a wireless 
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status of said transmission line indicates a handover from a current wireless area 
to an adjacent area, said monitor unit notifies the status to said first control unit 

(Horiuchi, figure 7A, shows a terminal, 102, moving from one wireless area to another 
wireless area; column 20 lines 1 1-24, discloses the terminal moving in a line indicated in 
figure 7A and detects the change in field intensity moving from one wireless area to 
another and the terminal then outputs a new S_target parameter (control signal) to the 
server based on the changed field intensity. Note that the terminal must have a 
monitoring unit in order to detect a change in field intensity and a control unit to output a 
control signal to the server in response to the monitoring unit). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Kondo's invention with Horiuchi's wireless handover 
monitoring unit because it prevents streaming playback from being disturbed if the 
transmission capacity of the network fluctuates (Horiuchi, column 4 lines 31-36). 

17. Claims 9 and 30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Masters in further view EP 1 182875 Horiuchi et al. (hereinafter "Horiuchi") (IDS filled on 
4/17/2006). 

As per claim 9, while Masters teaches a transmission/reception device 
comprising (figure 2, discloses a transceiver that contains a processor, a receiver and 
a transmitter section that constantly send information to the other transceiver): 

a decoder unit for decoding a stream received from a transmission line 
(figure 2, discloses a transceiver that contains a processor, a receiver and a transmitter 
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section tliat constantly send information to the other transceiver; figure 4, discloses the 
receiving section having an decoder that receives data from a transmission); 

an encoder unit for outputting a stream, obtained by receiving and 
encoding a medium signal (figure 2, discloses a transceiver that contains a processor, 
a receiver and a transmitter section that constantly send information to the other 
transceiver; figure 3, discloses the transmitting section that has an encoder that 
receives data); 

and a second control unit for receiving the stream output from said 
encoder unit, said second control unit performing control to output the stream to 
said transmission line at a time interval different from a time interval at which the 
medium signal has been encoded by said encoder unit, when the control signal is 
received from said transmission line (figure 2, discloses a transceivers that contains 
a processor, a receiver and a transmitter section that constantly send information to the 
other transceiver; column 4 lines 14-29, discloses that the pair of transceivers in figure 2 
are in communications with each other and that in this way a feedback loop is formed 
between the two processors of the pair of transceivers; figure 3, discloses the 
transmitting section that has an encoder that receives data, a modulator (control unit) 
that receives the encoded data and a processor receiving a feedback signal (control 
signal). Note that the modulator must output the encoded data at a time interval different 
from the time interval of encoding because since the modulating unit and encoder are 
not in one unit, there is a delay between transferring from the encoder to the modulator, 
hence a different time from when encoding occurs and when the transmission occurs). 
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Masters does not, but Horiuchi teaches a monitor unit for monitoring a 
reception status of said transmission line (column 18 line 40 to column 20 line 24, 
discloses a terminal having the ability to detect field intensity (reception status). Note 
that the terminal must have a monitoring unit in order to detect a change in field 
intensity); 

a first control unit for outputting a control signal to said transmission line 
based on a notification from said monitor unit if the reception status becomes a 
predetermined status (column 18 line 40 to column 20 line 24, discloses a terminal 
having the ability to detect field intensity (reception status) and when the field intensity 
changes, the terminal outputs a S_target parameter (control signal) to the server and 
then the server respond to the signal by controlling the transmission speed. Note that 
the terminal must have a monitoring unit in order to detect a change in field intensity 
and a control unit to output a control signal to the server in response to the monitoring 
unit). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to include a monitor unit for monitoring a reception status of said 
transmission line and a first control unit for outputting a control signal to said 
transmission line based on a notification from said monitor unit if the reception status 
becomes a predetermined status to the transmission/reception device of Masters to 
prevent streaming playback from being disturbed if the transmission capacity of the 
network fluctuates (Horiuchi, column 4 lines 31-36). 
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As per claim 30, the combination of l\/lasters and Horiuchi teaches the 
transmission/reception device according to claim 9, wherein, when a wireless 
status of said transmission line indicates a handover from a current wireless area 
to an adjacent area, said monitor unit notifies the status to said first control unit 

(Horiuchi, figure 7A, sliows a terminal, 102, moving from one wireless area to another 
wireless area; column 20 lines 11-24, discloses the terminal moving in a line indicated in 
figure 7A and detects the change in field intensity moving from one wireless area to 
another and the terminal then outputs a new S_target parameter (control signal) to the 
server based on the changed field intensity. Note that the terminal must have a 
monitoring unit in order to detect a change in field intensity and a control unit to output a 
control signal to the server in response to the monitoring unit). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Masters invention with Horiuchi's wireless handover 
monitoring unit because it prevents streaming playback from being disturbed if the 
transmission capacity of the network fluctuates (Horiuchi, column 4 lines 31-36). 

Conclusion 

18. The pnor art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 4,501,017 Higgins et al. discloses a transceiver comprising a multiple 
function switch decoder and having an encoder and a transmitter. 
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U.S. Patent 5,796,957 Yamamoto et al. discloses a transceiver that transmits moving 
image data from terminal to another terminal. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PETER CHAU whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7152. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Taghl AranI can be reached on 571-242-3787. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/P. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 4144 
/Taghi T. Arani/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4144 



